1885

lucy parsons led women in the
fight for an eight-hour workday leading
up to the Haymarket riots, and organized seamstresses into the Knights
of Labor and advocated for intersectionality in the labor movement.

haymarket square riots

a brief history of may day strikes

1886

On May 1st, the American Federation of
Labor and workers’ unions across the U.S.
organized militant actions resisting intolerable working conditions and demanding an
eight hour work day. The largest demonstrations happened in Chicago, where factory workers went on strike and took the
streets for two days. On May 3rd, six workers were killed by police, and a day later,
masses gathered in haymarket square in
Chicago to demand justice for the murdered
striking workers. More striking workers
were killed, and a bomb was thrown, killing
a policeman. The state sentenced five more
strike leaders to death. May 1st was designated International Workers Day, and workers across the globe continue to celebrate
to this day.

1928
the first south african
may day white settler workers
had been celebrating May Day since
1895, but to the exclusion and subjugation of indigenous Black workers. In
May 1928, South African workers organized one of the largest strikes in
South African history, dwarfing the
small protests organized for whites
only and demanding fair treatment on
their own land.
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may day shut down
against the vietnam
war thousands of people shut down
traffic and businesses in Washington
DC on May Day 1971 to send the message “If the government won’t stop
the war, we’ll stop the government.”
They demanded an end to the Vietnam
war as workers, students, and taxpayers.

may day mass march
for immigrants thousands of
undocumented immigrant workers and
oppressed people in solidarity went on
strike and marched against ICE raids,
anti-immigrant legislation, and in defense of migrant workers

historic may day
strikes in bangladesh
after a deadly factory fire in a textile
sweatshop that killed hundreds of
low-wage women workers, thousands
of Bangladeshis went on strike and
took the streets of Dhaka to demand
better working conditions, living
wages, and protection for union organizers. “Hang the Killers, Hang the
Factory Owners!” they chanted.

2017

?

what will
YOU do?

